Sentence Types: Transcript
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Thank you for watching the Purdue OWL’s vidcast on Sentence Types! Awareness of
sentence type benefits writing in several ways: first, awareness allows you to vary your
sentence structure which provides a rhythm to your writing and maximizes readability;
further, awareness of sentence types allows you to strategically choose a sentence
construction that emphasizes significant information for your readers.

In this vidcast, we’ll primarily define each sentence type and briefly contextualize how it
can be used in your writing.
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Before we begin identifying different sentence types, first, a note on some vocabulary that
will be used throughout the video. As we discuss sentence types, we’ll refer to the different
clauses in a sentence. An independent clause forms a simple sentence on its own; a
dependent clause, however, needs another clause to form a complete sentence.

Let’s consider the following sentence: “The boy reached for his laces because they were
untied.”

“The boy reached for his laces” is an independent clause and a full sentence; it has a
subject—the boy—who is performing a clear action, and a verb—reached—which forms a
complete thought. The phrase “because they were untied” is not a complete sentence.
While it has a subject and verb—*“they” and “were” —it starts with the subordinating
conjunction “because” which makes it “dependent” on prior information to be a complete
thought.

In other words, it would need to join the independent clause to form a full sentence: “The
boy reached for his laces because they were untied.”
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Now, we’ll turn to an overview of sentence types. There are four kinds of sentences we’ll
cover in today’s vidcast: simple sentences, compound sentences, complex sentences, and
compound-complex sentences. Let’s take a look at each of these in more detail.
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Simple sentences contain one independent clause and no dependent clause. For example,
the sentence “My aunt enjoyed the hayride with you” is a simple sentence.
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Compound sentences contain multiple independent clauses and no dependent clauses.
Consider this sentence: “The clown frightened the little girl, and she ran off screaming.”
Here, simple sentences—two independent clauses—are joined together by a comma and
the conjunction “and” to create one full compound sentence.
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A complex sentence contains one independent clause and at least one dependent clause.
For example, read this sentence:

“After Mary added up all the sales, she discovered that the lemonade stand was 32 cents
short.”

This sentence opens with a dependent clause, “After Mary added up all the sales.” The

middle of the sentence has an independent clause: "she discovered.” Finally, it ends with
another dependent clause: "that the lemonade stand was 32 cents short.”
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Finally, there are compound-complex sentences. These sentences have multiple
independent clauses and feature at least one dependent clause.

The following is a compound-complex sentence:

“Although cold weather was in the forecast, Sandra forgot to bring her jacket, and now she
is shivering.”

This sentence contains two independent clauses and one dependent clause. The opening
clause is dependent because it begins with a subordinating conjunction and does not form
a complete thought by itself; the final two clauses are independent—"Sandra forgot to



bring her jacket” is a complete sentence, as is “Now she is shivering,” which is joined to the
sentence with the conjunction “and.”

Slide 8

Check out the rest of our videos for more information on sentence types, maximizing
sentence clarity, and more!

You can also find more information about graduate writing on the Purdue OWL website.

For now, thanks for watching!
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