Revising vs. Editing: Transcript
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Thank you for watching the Purdue OWL’s vidcast on revising and editing. These writing
tasks are often conflated but are actually two distinct elements of the writing process. In
today’s vidcast, we’ll break down the difference.
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First, what is the difference between revising and editing? We can differentiate the two
through higher order and later order concerns. Higher order concerns are associated with
revision: these are overarching, comprehensive changes that may impact things like the
organization of your document, the claim in your thesis statement, or the content of an
entire section. Editing, on the other hand, consists of later order concerns; so, for example,
issues of sentence structure or grammar.

So, what are some examples of higher order and later order concerns?

When revising for higher order concerns, a writer might reevaluate the organization of their
argument and change the structure of their document as a result. During this process, that
same writer might realize that their newly reorganized paper has lost focus of its central
claim, forcing them to return to the introduction and clarify their thesis. Finally, this writer
might rewrite transitions, topic sentences, or maybe even entire sections to accommodate
these changes.

Alternatively, later order concerns addressed in the editing stage include general
proofreading: for example, a writer might review their paper to ensure all in-text citations
are properly formatted. While editing, a writer might also check for typos like missing,
misspelled, or doubled words. Further, sentences that are confusing or wordy might also
be refined.
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To visualize the difference between revising and editing, you might think about revising and
editing like remodeling and redecorating a home. Revising is like remodeling: you might
knock down a wall to open up a room or gut a bathroom to install a walk-in shower. Editing,
on the other hand, is like redecorating. Instead of making substantive changes to the



footprint of the home, you might swap out the pillows on your couch or add a fresh coat of
paint to the walls.
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As such, revising is a process that comes before editing. You wouldn’t give a wall you intend
to knock down a fresh coat of paint, would you? Similarly, in writing, you wouldn’t
meticulously edit a paragraph you just wrote; after all, when you revise down the line, you
might determine that this paragraph no longer fits the project you’re working on and needs
to just be deleted. Editing before revising can be a big waste of time.
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Check out the rest of our videos about revising and editing—we have a vidcast for each one
to break down the strategies unique to each stage.

You can also find more information about graduate writing on the Purdue OWL website. For
now, thanks for watching!
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